SPECIAL THANKS:
DR. GREGORY PAYNE
Chair of the Department of
Communication Studies
Dr. J. Gregory Payne is Chair of Emerson College’s
Department of Communication Studies, the first
communication department in the United States.
He is the Co-Director of the Emerson Blanquerna
Center for Global Communication and received
an “Honoris Causa” from the Blanquerna School
of Communication and International Relations,
University of Ramon Llull in Barcelona in the fall
of 2019 for his lifelong distinguished academic
and professional career.

PROF. MARTIE COOK
Founding Director of the Center for
Comedic Arts
Professor Cook is creator and director of Emerson’s BFA in Comedic Arts, a first of its kind
program in the United States. Professor Cook
has more than three decades of experience as a
respected writer and producer of television and
film. She has worked for ABC, NBC, CBS, and
PBS as well as for Warner Bros., 20th Century
Fox, Columbia Pictures, and Universal Studios.
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The Southwick Recital:

LIFE
OUT
LOUD

MORE SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Presented by the Dept. of Communication
Studies in Collaboration with The Center
for Comedic Arts

President William Gilligan
Dean Raul Reis
Jane Pierce-Saulnier
Emerson Productions
The Office of Dean Raul Reis
Jonathan “Satch” Satriale
Eric Fox

Friday, March 25, 2022
7:30 p.m. ET
Semel Theater & via Zoom

Lizzie Mason Dobbels
Peggy Miller
Kieran Fallon
The Semel Theater team
The Semel Box Office team
Colin Han

ABOUT THE SOUTHWICK
RECITAL SPRING 2022
The Southwick features an evening of staged readings, and
Performance Studies is a cornerstone of Communication
Studies. The recital - first staged in 1900 - focuses on renderings of prose, poetry, personal narrative, and dramatic monologue. The purpose of The Southwick Recital is to both honor
the tradition and embrace the future of oral communication
through
literature.

“To His Coy Mistress” **##
Written by Andrew Marvell. 1650s. First published in 1681.
Presented by Samantha Parker – Junior, Media Arts
Production
“Home”
Written and Presented by Kelan Martinez – Junior,
Comedic Arts

This semester’s iteration of the Emerson tradition is being
produced as always by The Department of Communication
Studies. For Spring 2022, the department is collaborating
with Emerson’s Center for Comedic Arts to create an evening
focused on humor...not the ha-ha so much as the sometimes
sweet, sometimes funny, sometimes dark, sometimes painful
moments in life that can connect us all. Through personal narrative, prose, poetry, and dramatic monologue, a variety of
Emerson students and faculty share the feast of language and
the critical nourishment humor provides to both our individual
and collective spirits.
The Southwick Recital: Life Out Loud honors the Southwick
tradition while expanding it to make oral communication of
story and literature accessible for twenty-first century audiences and representative of that audience’s diverse voices. It is
important to note that this semester’s event will include adult
language and themes and is not recommended for younger
viewers.

**Background imagery and music used during “To His Coy Mistress”
obtained from YouTube.com. “Last Ride Home” and “Making Sure”
both performed by The Magnus Ringblom Quartet.
## Assisted by Rocco Polanco – Senior, Comedic Arts
Emerson College is a nonprofit 501 (c)(3) institution and is neither charging money
for nor garnering income from the presentation of any works related to the Southwick. The use of all works in this recital is for staged readings and educational purposes exclusively.
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PROGRAMME
Recital Host – Ken Grout, Faculty - Communication Studies
		Department
Stage Managers – Emily King and Zarina Levitsky
Community Health Liaison – Shepard Vargo
“The Southwick Jingle”
Written and Performed by Nejem Raheem, Faculty Marketing Communication Department
“We Will Make This”
Written and Presented by Ranqiu (Sunny) Xia – Sophomore,
Media Studies
About Laughter – Phillip Glenn, Faculty - Communication Studies
		
Department
“The Celebrated Jumping Frog of Calaveras County”
Written by Mark Twain. New York Saturday Press. 1865.
Originally titled “Jim Smiley and His Jumping Frog”
Presented by Matt McMahan, Faculty - Center for
Comedic Arts
Poems - “The Toy Villain” & “The Interpreter”
Written and Presented by Brenna McCormick,
Faculty – Marketing Communication Department
“Twinkle Twinkle Little Star”
Written by Jane Taylor with Ann Taylor. Darton and Harvey.
1806. From “Rhymes for the Nursery”
Presented by The Twinkle Players:
Leo Wilson (English)
Aseel Osailan (Arabic)
Peter Deps (Portuguese)
Kwezi Shongwe (Afrikaans)
Ranqiu (Sunny) Xia (Mandarin)
Barbara Stachurska (Polish)
Chris Jennings (American Sign Language)
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PERFORMERS
KEN GROUT
Communication Studies Executive-in-Residence Ken Grout is the
director and master of ceremonies at this semester’s Southwick
Recital. Ken teaches classes in Introduction to Speech Communication and Oral Presentation of Literature at Emerson. He was
recently selected as an auditor by the Chautauqua Training Institute and is developing a Chautauqua character piece as Oscar
Wilde. Ken is thrilled to be at the helm of the Southwick and is
inspired to both honor its tradition and embrace new voices and
perspectives.

NEJEM RAHEEM
Nejem Raheem is an associate professor of Economics in the Marketing Communication Department at Emerson College, where he
has taught since 2009. In addition to his work as a teacher and a
researcher, he has been playing music and writing songs for about
10 years. He is currently studying the Malian kora repertoire with
Derek Gripper, and plays in a band with the working title Los Babirusas.

RANQIU (SUNNY) XIA
Ranqiu Xia is from Beijing, China, and she goes by the name of
Sunny. She has a small poodle at home whose name is Cherry.
Sunny is here at Emerson as a sophomore in Media Studies. In the
future, she is hoping to become a producer and be able to meet
and work with people who have interesting ideas.

PHILLIP GLENN
Phillip Glenn (Ph. D., University of Texas at Austin, M.A., University
of North Carolina, Greensboro; B.A., University of Texas at Austin) is a Professor of Communication Studies at Emerson College.
Phillip developed and teaches courses in Conflict and Negotiation;
Positive Communication; and Mediation, Facilitation, and Dialogue.
He was a Visiting Scholar at the Harvard Program on Negotiation
and has held Fulbright appointments in the Czech Republic and
Moldova. His scholarly research on language and social interaction
includes studies of laughter, group problem solving, employment
interviews, and everyday conflict. Trained in nonviolent communication (NVC), Phillip serves as a mediator and educator with
Metropolitan Mediation Services (Brookline, MA) and Metrowest
Mediation Services (Natick, MA).
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MATTHEW MCMAHAN

SAMANTHA PARKER

Matthew McMahan is the assistant director of the Center for Comedic Arts at Emerson College. He teaches and writes about the
history of comedy, clowning, and farce. He’s also an avid improv
enthusiast, performing improv comedy all around New England.

Samantha Parker is appearing in this semester’s Southwick and
yes she is related to that famous web slinger that you all know
and love. Rumor has it that Sam is a very big film nerd and an avid
book reader. You can catch her watching “Back To The Future” for
the 100th time and she’ll still tell you, “but I need to know if Marty
makes it back.” Loving both film and books, Sam set her career
goal to become a script writer. Her favorite pastime is collecting
antiques and vintage books. If she wasn’t pursuing a career in film,
she probably would’ve liked to study history, but the arts beckoned. Shy, stubborn, determined, and imaginative are words that
represent who she is. She is looking forward to shedding her timid
nature and embracing the performer within.

BRENNA MCCORMICK
When Senior Executive-in-Residence, Brenna McCormick, is not
teaching creative thinking, collaboration or marketing, she is applying those skills to her own creative endeavors. The author
of the chapbook “Ophelia’s Florida & Other Poems” (PPB Press,
1999), her poetry has appeared in publications including The Emerson Review, and Bostonia magazine. Most recently she participated in The Sketchbook Project where her submission, “The
Teller of Bedtime Stories” (2020), can be viewed at the Brooklyn
Art Library or digitally online. Themes in her current work include
an exploration and celebration of her adventures as a new mother, and often combine a love of storytelling, poetry, and the always-magical equation of brush + water + paint.

KELAN MARTINEZ
Kelan Martinez (Class of 2023) is a Los-Angeles born writer and
performer, working toward a degree in Comedic Arts at Emerson
College. He’d like to thank his family for every opportunity he’s
had to pursue a career in comedy - he would not be performing
(or studying here) without their support.

THE TWINKLE PLAYERS
Leo Wilson
Aseel Osailan
Peter Deps
Kwezi Shongwe
Ranqiu (Sunny) Xia
Barbara Stachurska
Chris Jennings

ROCCO POLANCO
Rocco Polanco is a Senior Comedic Arts major with a minor in
Writing. Throughout his time at Emerson, he is incredibly grateful
to have had an abundant amount of writing, directing, acting, and
producing opportunities with The Emerson Channel, EIV, NBS,
and a variety of student projects. Being from San Diego, Rocco
is excited to be attending the ELA campus in the Fall with aspirations of attaining an MFA in Television Writing and Production
shortly after.
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